


The dissertation is based on the study, analysis, and systematization of numerous scientific
publications, literary and informational sources, and normative documents in the relevant field.
The presented list includes a total of 321 sources (in English and German), reflecting the
author's strong familiarity with the research topic. The sources are relevant to the studied issue,
appropriately used, and correctly cited. The doctoral candidate deserves high praise for his
ability to critically assess and selectively incorporate external perspectives and concepts when
constructing his own arguments to support the thesis.

II. Assessment of the form and content of the dissertation:

The dissertation addresses a highly relevant issue in the context of modern security
management. The focus is on stadium security. The research highlights challenges such as poor
coordination and ineffective communication between private security services and public
authorities, inadequate training of security personnel, and various legal ambiguities. Thus,
according to the candidate, balancing the interaction between state authorities and private
security services during football events represents one of the critical challenges, for public
administration in Germany.

The relevance of the research aligns with broader changes in the way public institutions exercise
their powers and oversight responsibilities in response to new and sometimes unpredictable
events associated with stadium events. The transformation is most evident, according to the
candidate, in how state authorities coordinate and control the many stakeholders in the security
field—from private security firms to stadium operators and sports associations.

In this context, Raphael Réttinger aims to define optimal frameworks for public-private
cooperation in the field of stadium security by analyzing operations conducted at 10 German
stadiums during EURO 2024. His main thesis argues that stadium security succeeds or fails
depending on the institutional mechanisms regulating public-private cooperation.

The methodology used by the candidate (systematic literature review, qualitative expert
interviews, quantitative research, and four case studies) allows him to successfully argue his
scientific thesis.

IT1. Scientific and applied contributions of the dissertation:
The core results of the scientific research are presented across the chapters as follows:

« Chapter One is conceptual. It presents the areas of application of security management,
discusses specific strategies and methods for public-private security cooperation, and
categorizes threats requiring assessment and analysis of societal impact.

« Chapter Two focuses on the practical and applied aspects of security management,
particularly on the unique framework and strategies used in German football stadiums.
The development, core principles, and significance of the National Concept for Sport
and Security are discussed, including preventive and repressive measures.
Responsibilities of security personnel and changes in safety standards post-2012
reforms are also covered.

e Chapter Three presents empirical research on public sports event security practices.
Key factors determining effective stadium security management are outlined: strategic
stakeholder alignment, adaptability to emerging threats, cooperative partnerships, and






